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E.O. 12005* ROS-H «/««/B* (ARCHARO, D.8> OR-R 

TAGS: PINS, PEPR, SREF. HOPS, AF, UR, PK 

SUBJECT'. <C> JOUM/IUSTS' HMtSStQ*$ OF MF6HM IHSUMCCTIQK 

1. CO ENTIRE TEXT. 

2. SUHHARY: THIS CABLE SURHAAIZES THE IHPRESSIONS OF 
THREE FOREIGN JOURNALISTS HHO HAO JUST RETURNED FAQR 
SEPARATE TRIPS HITH AFGHAN INSURGENTS TO KUNAR ANO 
NAN6ARHAR PROVINCES. ONE VISITED THE PECH VALLEY OF 
NURISTAN WHERE HE SAO A HEAVT SOVIET AIR ANO ARTILLERY 
BORBAAOHENT ON SHtGAL ANO RANT FLEEING REFUGEES. THE 
STRONGEST IMPRESSION HE RECEIVEO MAS OF POORLY-ARHEO, RAG- 
TAG TRItESNEN HELPLESS AGAINST A HOOERN SOVIET ARHY OITH 
TOTAL AIR SUPERIORITY. A FEU RILES AiAY, AT BERIKOT IN 
UPPER KUMAR, ANOTHER JOURNALIST SAO NO AIR* ACTIVITY AND 
HEARD OF ONLY A HANDFUL OF RUSSIAN ADVISERS. THE THIRD 
JOURNALIST CROSSEp SOUTHERN NANGARHAR TO JALALABAD, 
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PASSING HANY OESERTEO VILLAGES ANO SORE REFUGEES. 
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3, Ru. JOuRRAlTSTS A&EE THAT INSuRSENTS ARE ROORtr 
•WED, TRAtNEO, ARO LEO ANO REHAlR URCOOROIRATEO. 
SOURCES ESTIMATE THAT tO OF IS PERCENT OF THE LAKO HAS SOME 
OUT OF CUlTlVATtON. ENO SUIUtRRY. 
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0. IN FECH lALLEY, RED AAFY SEENEO TO FEET NO 
SIGNIFICANT RESISTANCE FRO* LlGMTLT-ARNCO INSURGENTS. 
INSTEAO, AS APPEARS TO RE GENERAL PATTERN, VILLAGERS 
PlEO TOiARO PAEISTAN AS REFUGEES. ON THEIR RETURN, 
MATT PELL IN «ITH STREAK OP NURtSTANI ANO SAP I PATKAN 
REFUGEES, INITIALLY ASOUT 100. iHKH REPORTEDLY SkCLkEO 
TO 1,000 SEFORE THEY LEFT IT. 
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i j. the thtro journalist spent hat 12-22 in 
southern nangarhar province after crossing the safeo 
koh range froh kurruh agency. travelling ookn the 
north slopes, he noticed a higher percentage of 
abanooneo houses as he progressed, higher up, post 
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HOUSES M€M UNTOUCHEO ST SIGNS OF *AR. CLOSE TO 
JALALABAD, A SIGNIFICANT PERCENTAGE HERE OAHAGEO ANO/OR 
UNINHADITEO. HE NET A LIGHT BUT STEADY STRIA* OF 
REFUGEES (PERHAPS 100 PER OAT) HEADED UP THE POUNTAINS 
TOttARO REFUGE IN KURRUN AGENCY. HE UNDERSTOOD THEN 
TO BE FRON THE JALALABAO REGION. 
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